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Introduction
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Purpose of Connecticut’s Random, Post-Election Audits
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The purpose of this audit is to ensure that the optical scan voting machine(s)
used in the election or primary accounted for all votes properly.

"8 * * g 2/,
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Definition of post election audits: The audit of election results, conducted after
the polls have closed and before certification, by performing manual counts of
paper ballots and voter-verifiable paper records in randomly selected units (e.g.
precincts) and comparing them to the corresponding electronic or manual tallies,
for the purpose of verifying the election result with a high degree of confidence.
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Discussion and Recommendations

Summary
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The audit statistics and observations leave us without the information necessary to vouch
for the accuracy of many of the hand-counting results, whether those results indicated
discrepancies or agreement with the counts obtained by the optical scanners. ) 6 -
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Lack of Guidance and Expertise on Counting Methods
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Lack of Transparency for Observers
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Appendix A— Audit Observer Report Forms
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VOLUNTEER OBSERVER TEAM REPORT (Page 1)

Post-Election Audit Town/City: Date

Instructions:

1. Refer all media inquiries to (000)-000-0000. Use this number for questions during the day.

2. Fill in the Observer Team Report, attach additional pages with additional comments if needed,
and add Observer Evaluation Forms.

3. Ask to see the Audit Report at the end of the audit and copy the results to the form at the end of
the Secretary of the State’s Audit Procedures, at the end of this package. (Note: Official
procedures are provided for background information purposes only)

4. Have everyone read and sign the reports

5. Verbally report results immediately after the review to: (000)-000-0000

6. Fax or mail both Report Forms and CT Audit Report Form to: Fax: (000)-000-0000

Note: If the audit goes on beyond 5:00pm and some or all of the observers must leave, complete as much information as possible.
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VOLUNTEER OBSERVER TEAM REPORT (Page 2)
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Observer Program Evaluation

For Questions 1 through 3, please indicate the extent you agree or disagree
with each statement, where A = Strongly Agree, B = Agree, C = Neither Agree nor Disagree,
D = Disagree, E = Strongly Disagree

1. Overall, this program will help improve the audit A B C D E
process.

2. | believe that this program was effective in A B C D E
explaining what was required of me and other
observers.

3. The forms were easy to understand and complete. | A B C D E

4. The best thing about this program is...

5. The one thing that would make the program better is...
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Appendix B — Observers Evaluation Of The Coalition Process

For Questions 1 through 3, please indicate the extent you agree or disagree
with each statement, where A = Strongly Agree, B = Agree, C = Neither Agree nor Disagree,
D = Disagree, E = Strongly Disagree

1. Overall, this program will help improve the audit
process.

20 Responses

A B C D E

Average 3.75

2. | believe that this program was effective in explaining A B C D E
what was required of me and other observers.
Average 4.3
21 Responses
3. The forms were easy to understand and complete. A B C D E

21 Responses

Average 3.9
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4. The best thing about this program is...

The education it provides regarding the election process

It reaffirms that the process is working.

Informative for counters, observers and town officials.

To create and increase awareness of the voting process. To emphasize the importance of the vote.
Keeping election officials on target of the audit.

It is informative to auditor. The presence of auditors probably adds seriousness to process.

The proof of public interest in the voting system.

Helps to ensure that audits are run honestly.

Talking to the registrars and finding out about the entire process.

The chance to see just how inconsistent audit procedures really are.

Checks and balances. Developing better ways to make voting results easier.

It gave audit officials the impression that citizens care about the election process.

The West Hartford registrars were experienced and conscientious, so it’s hard to tell if we weren’t there
might have had a different impact

Learning opportunity for observers (we learned a lot)

Ensures integrity of the audit process

To be able to observe the recount process and how involved it can become

Larger awareness of the town voting process, that counting happens when we leave the voting machine,
and the count is done right,we hope.

Citizens getting informed and involved in the voting process

| think that the Town officials really appreciated that outside observers were present

| think for some towns observers will make the count more reliable. For others probably not necessary.

5. The one thing that would make the program better is...

More citizen participation

Consistency in towns on tally sheets

More instruction needed to clarify write-in ballots ,ie, are they counted in audits?

Town complained that they were not informed that we were coming

Confusing: who are election officials; what happens when audit done in two rooms — 2 reports?
Uniform expectations and outlined procedures.

| don’t know. More experience needed.

More public interest.

Great program! Too bad the state instructions (SOTS) were so unclear!

Being able to see the markings on the ballots. Having a SOTS staff person present at beginning of every
audit to set the course for the day, introduce observers, re-state purpose of audit and observation, etc.
The forms need better explanation.

Directions to audit location. Better labels.

Maybe less human interaction(ie, machine count)

Having two people at each site is preferable

Nothing we can think of

Make the program better :my (our) experience was good, it was a small town and a small count. Only
1700 ballots to check. | don’t know what would have made the day go better.

If people were better informed about the serious flaws in the system’s premise. Even if the vote was
secure, there are too many variables and difficulties that the memory card is the most important and
weakest link in such voting machines. Overall, because the basic security of such a voting system
involves trust and this system is therefore not really accountable as far as | can tell, | consider computer
voting to be an unworkable and completely vulnerable system at this time and it should be abandoned.
| have no ideas for improvement for observer program.
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DELIVERY OF THE AUDIT MATERIALS
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